
JANUARY 25, 2026          THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
GATHERING SONG       Lift Every Voice and Sing                       ELW 841 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 

  

KYRIE 
 
For jealousies that divide families and nations, 
 and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 
 
For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ, 
 and for squandering the gifts of love and grace: 
 



SONG OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God, you give birth to us by water and Spirit. Help us live into that 
new life, refreshed and renewed for your work of love. Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE STORY 
 
FIRST READING Psalm 139:13-18  
 13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
  Wonderful are your works; 
 that I know very well. 



  15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
  intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
  all the days that were formed for me, 
  when none of them as yet existed. 
 17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
  How vast is the sum of them! 
 18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
  I come to the end—I am still with you. 
  
Acclamation 

The assembly stands. 
 
   

The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

 



Gospel: John 3:1-21 
  1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we 
have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who 
believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, 
so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been 
done in God.” 
 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                      Borning Cry   ELW 732 

 

 

 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  
God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come  

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

After each petition the congregation responds: God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 
 As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

Repeat To You All Hearts Are Open 



 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you.  
 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
Offertory Song 

  
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 
Invite those communing at home 

 
This is Christ’s table and Christ welcomes each and every single one of you. 
 
 



Communion Hymn 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION   
All who desire the Lord’s Supper are invited to come forward to receive Holy 
Communion. Following the usher’s invitation, come forward along the side aisle and 
remain standing as you gather around the altar railing. When everyone has gathered 
at the railing, you may kneel or remain standing. Receive the wafer of bread in your 
hands. You may also request a gluten-free wafer. Then take a small cup from the tray: 
white grape juice is in the center and red wine is around the edge. Deposit your cup in 
the basket when you are finished and return to your seat down the center aisle. We invite 
children and those not receiving the bread and wine to come forward to receive a 
blessing at the altar railing. 



SONG AFTER COMMUNION 

Sing verse 1 and 4 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 BLESSING 

 
 
 
 
Dismissal   
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

      
     

                                                          

 
 

      

                                                         

            
    

                                             

     

                                                  

The Annual Meeting of the congregation is  
today, January 25 

immediately after church 
 

If you aren’t attending church that day, please be in the 
Community Center by 10 AM 

 
Bring a dish to pass for the potluck brunch! 

 
Please bring your packet of reports with you. 

 
Activities will be available for younger kids 

with help from our catechism and High School youth 
 

 
 

 



All voting members of the congregation are encouraged to attend the 
Annual Meeting today, approve the 2026 budget, elect our new church 
Council members, and join in the discussion of any questions that may be 
raised.  
 
There’s still time to volunteer to serve on our Church Council. You may 
volunteer or accept a nomination at the meeting.  
 
The Annual Report packets are ready. If you picked yours up already, please 
bring it to the  meeting with you.  
 
Your 2025 Financial statements are located on the table near the high 
school room, near the new offering envelopes.  
 
The 2026 offering envelopes are available for pick up. Please, look at 
them and make sure that the number on the label matches the number on 
the envelopes in the box and that your name is correct. If you notice any 
problems or cannot find your envelopes contact the church office. 
 
You may also direct deposit or scan to donate an offering:                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Serving our congregation this morning: 

Acolytes – Shane Clark   
Altar Guild – Mindy Stadler, Kim Zietlow, Kim Cramer 
Fellowship Hour – Annual Meeting Potluck 
Liturgical Minister – Kim Zietlow 
Media – Kelsey Creguer 
Organist – Ray Smith 
Ushers – Andy McCain, Head Usher; Judy, Madison, Zoey McCain 
 
Schedule:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Sunday: Holy Communion - 9:00 AM 
                Annual Meeting & Potluck 
Monday: Dartball – PoP @ Immanuel N Blissfield - 7:30 PM 
Tuesday: Bible Study – 9:30 AM 
                  Alcohol Anonymous - 7:00 PM      
Wednesday: Mid-Week Worship Service – 7:00 PM 
Thursday: Pickleball – 6:00 PM  
 
Coming Soon  
Feb 01 – WELCA Meeting 
Feb 01 – Personal Care Item Collection Begins 
Feb 05 – Blood Drive  
Feb 08 – 6-8 Grade Milestone Class 
Feb 18 – Ash Wednesday 12 PM; Drive-Up 3 PM; Service 7 PM 
Feb 18 – Soup Lunch 12:30 PM 
Feb 18 – Pancake Supper 6 PM 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


